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ABSTRACT

Militancy  has  persistently  been  an  overwhelming  threat  that
looms large over Pakistani Society for more than a decade. It
has adversely affected every aspect of the society and tended the
country to be a failed state. Several theoretical attempts have
been made  to  look  into  the  causes  of  this  peace  threatening
problem, a satisfactory conclusion, however, is yet to reach. In a
related  context,  the  current  study  attempted  to  analyze  the
militancy  menace  in  economic  terms.  In  other  words,  it  has
explored the underlying economic dynamics/factors which were
assumed to have spearheaded militancy in Malakand Division
in the year 2011.  The study was conducted in Mingora, (The
capital  of  District  Swat).  Data  was  collected  from 200 male
respondents who were categorized in three main classes namely
the business, teacher and the clergy class. Sample from each of
the category was then obtained by the application of proportion
allocation  sampling  method.  A  structured  interview  schedule
was  used  as  a  tool  of  data  collection.  The  data  has  been
rigorously analyzed by applying SPSS, and statistical tests i.e.
Chi-Square. Results of the study show that poverty, low income,
unemployment,  unequal  distribution  of  resources,  Economic
deprivation and spiraling inflation and other tertiary economic
factors have a direct bearing on the emergence of violence and
militancy in the society.
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BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY

Pakistan,  in  the  current  point  of  its  history  witnesses  an  incredible
upsurge of religious extremism and Militancy. A gradual increase in the
radicalization of society has been witnessed since the 1980s however, at
that time it was not escorted by the same level of political violence and
brutality  which  is  currently  evident  in  suicide  bombings  across  the
country (Bari, 2009). The country has been witnessing a considerable
rise in occurrences of terrorism from the last six years, being launched
by  extremist  organizations  that  include  bombings  at  government
installations,  public  places  and  houses  of  worship,  targeted
assassinations, and incidents of kidnapping for ransom (Abbas, 2007).
Meanwhile, the state is jeopardized by a range of extremist groups who
have time again challenged the government’s writ,  and which are no
longer restrained to isolated tribal areas (Aftab, 2008).
Pakistan has shockingly been affected by the rampant wave of militancy
which is also considered to be a grave aftermath of the Soviet-Afghan
war during 1979-1989 (Micheal, 2007). The historic, geographic, social,
cultural  and  religious  similarities  with  Afghanistan  are  probably  the
most prominent factors that have adversely affected the country in any
of  Afghanistan’s crises  both  at  national  and  international  levels.  The
socio-political and security situation in the  Pakhtun tribal belt  and its
adjacent areas on the Pakistani side of the border with Afghanistan has
been in a constant state of flux since the Afghan Jihad of 1980s (Abbas,
2011).  
Militancy in Pakistan started to unravel, since Pakistan Joined the War
on Terror in 2001 (Firdous, 2009), nevertheless, it transformed into its
most  overt,  widely  spread  and  destructive  form  not  earlier  than  the
incident of Lal Masjid in 2007. Descending from the rugged rocks to the
settled plains of the country like Malakand Division in particular and
other areas of the country in general, the pandemic, unlike its previously
limited  scope,  began to taint  the  general  populace as  well  as  openly
challenged the state’s writ  in  the  area.  According to  PIPS (2011),  in
2010, at least 22 political leaders and activists of various political parties
were  assassinated  in  incidents  of  target  killings,  suicide  attacks  and
bomb blasts across FATA and KPK, compared to 45 assassinations in
2009  and  31  in  2008.  Similarly  the  trend  of  abducting  notable
personalities for ransom gained momentum in FATA and KPK. Militants
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relied on this tactic to generate finances and at times to use the abducted
individuals  as  bargaining  chips  to  ensure  release  of  their  detained
associates. 
Threatened  by  the  malicious  activities  of  militants,  the  government
launched a military operation Rah-e-Rast in Malakand Division (in July
2009), in order to clear the area out of this menace. Malakand Division
has adversely been affected in both the cases, initially by the onslaught
of militant upsurge and secondly by its subsequent military operation.
Both these events have still their grave social, economic, political and
psychological  consequences  for  the  region.  Despite  a  huge  military
intervention,  the  prospects  of  militant  hazards  still  hover  around  the
region. Pakistan currently seems to be going through a refreshed wave of
militancy indicated by two major militant attacks during the past two
days,  killing 19 people.   Sectarian killing is now the chief source of
terrorism in  the  country  with  majority  of  the  attacks,  from 2011 till
March 2012, were carried out on Shia’s – the minority Muslim sect- of
Balochistan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) province and the Federally
Administered Tribal Areas- FATA. These attacks on Shia’s have become
a major  concern for the country as  the  security  agencies  have so far
failed to curb the militant groups behind such attacks (CRSS, 2012). 
 The roots of militancy in Pakistan can be traced back to many socio-
political factors. Social deprivation, drug-smuggling, Afghan refugees,
religious  exploitation  through  madrasas  and  training  centres,  and
external  factors  such  as  the  interplay  of  power  politics  at  the
international  level,  all  have had their  share  in  spreading militancy in
Pakistan (Firdous, 2009 & Naz et al, 2012 & Ahmad, 2012). This paper
is an attempt to trace out the root causes of militancy in Pakistan with a
focus on its economic determinants. The paper attempts to analyse the
role of economic factors such as poverty, unemployment, inflation, low
income and meagre or misuse of resources that may ignite radical or
repulsive sentiments in the society.

THE ARGUMENT

Despite  the  widely  articulated  rhetoric,  that  assumes  the  roots  of
Pakistan’s militant havoc in Afghanistan, as time again illuminated by
various studies such as (Michael, 2007, Shapiro & Fair, 2010), the seeds
of militancy in Pakistan, however, did exist exist in terms of poverty,
unemployment, ignorance, economic stagnation, radical ideologies, bad
governance, injustice and rigid culture (Ali, 2010). In addition, several
other  factors  like  access  to  arms  and  ammunition,  bad  governance,
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marginalization of the rural areas and non-availability of justice have
been equally at  play to  deepen the roots  of  terrorism in the  country.
Above  all  the  volatile  geopolitical  and  economic  situation  makes  it
vulnerable to all kinds of terrorist threats.
Although, various studies such as (Ziemke, 2011, & Fair, 2010) show
little or no logical connection between economic factors such as poverty
with violence or militant behavior, nonetheless, they do recognize their
role as contributive to the upsurge of such rebellious activities in the
society. Pakistan  ranks  high  in  some  of  the  poorest  countries  of  the
world. The per capita income is drastically low and the state of some
basic  human  resources  is  extremely  disappointing  (Nasir  &  Hyder,
2003).  Pakistan has been on the verge of  confrontation with its  very
existence and survival for the last few years. Poverty and unemployment
have made people’s lives miserable. According to Pakistan’s economic
survey (2010), 24 percent population is below the poverty line.  Pakistan
current population is 180 million and is expected to rise to 256 million
by 2030. 
According  to  the  latest  UNDP’s report  (2010),  about  54  per  cent  of
Pakistani population is facing multi-dimensional deprivation in terms of
the lack of basic necessities like education, health and good standard of
living as the country has fallen two steps down to the 125 th position on
the World Index of Human Development. The report further highlights
that 51.2 per cent population was deprived of education, 29.2 per cent of
health  and  42.9  per  cent  of  good  standard  of  living.   Above  all,
corruption, economic stagnation, inflation and political instability have
rotted  down  the  country’s  economic  base  and  political  structure.
According  to  the  Pakistan  Economic  survey  2010,  inflation  rate  has
risen up to 14.17 per cent. Wheat prices alone have risen up to 35-40/kg
as compared to  Rs.15/kg,  3  years  ago.  In  such an inflationary social
milieu, survival for a common man has considerably become difficult.
Moreover, the state still continues to sustain its economic policies based
on foreign aid thus getting the foreign public debt to drastic levels i.e.
$9.743  trillion  (The  daily  dawn,  May  2011).  The  reimbursement
mechanisms of this debt in turn results in the imposition of heavy taxes
on  the  general  masses  which  further  enlarge  their  socio-economic
miseries. This national economic deterioration has deprived people of
modern facilities  in  education,  health,  communication and good food
and they are worried due to the lack of income resources which may
fulfill their needs to live a life parallel to their neighbors.  Moreover,
amidst  the  current  competitive  age  and  globally  interlinked  social
milieu,  people  feel  neglected,  deprived  of  their  rights  and  inferiority
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complex prevails upon them. This condition of frustration and economic
deprivation eventually lead to the formation of a collective rebellious
social mindset in the society.
Given the fact, that international intervention can’t be excluded, and the
current conditions can undoubtedly not be attributed to any single factor.
It’s a result of the huge interplay between various factors ranging from
micro to  macro  and national  to  international  levels.  Nonetheless,  the
country’s  domestic  socio-economic  structures  needs  to  be  carefully
examined  as  also  Murphy  &  Malik,  (2009)  suggest  that  the  most
effective  way  of  combating  religious  terrorism  in  Pakistan  lies  in
addressing  the  underlying  economic  problems  facing  by  the  country.
Guided by the same principle, this study is designed to specifically focus
and analyze the internal social fabric of the society and investigate the
potential economic forces that practically turned in to havoc, as has been
witnessed during the past a few years.  At its simplest, it attempts to
investigate into the economic discrepancies that exist in the very social
structure of Pakistani society and which cause or at least contribute to
the present militant scenario of the country.

OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY

 To  investigate  the  possible  link  of  economic  deprivation  and
Militancy in the region

 To know about the role of unemployment and inflation in the spread
of Militancy and extremism in the area

HYPOTHESES OF THE STUDY 

1. Higher the rate of Poverty, Unemployment and unequal distribution
of Wealth, higher would be the level of Violence and Militancy in
the Region

2. A positive correlation exists between the  prevailing Psychological
Environment and the Development of Militancy in Region

METHODS AND PROCEDURES 

This  study has  been conducted in  Malakand Division,  a  strategically
important region of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. The logic of selecting the said
region is  based on the fact  that  the area  has  been witnessing intense
militant havoc for the last a few years. Furthermore, In the design phase
of  the  study,  the  Primary  data  was  supposed  to  be  collected  from
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hardcore militants, however due to certain genuine problem i.e. access to
militants,  time  and  resource  factors  as  well  as  the  traditional  and
heterogeneous structure of the area as a whole (Naz, 2011), the target
population was  decided  to  be  the  general  public  & experts  who had
some perspective on the issue of militancy in the region. Therefore, only
male population of District Swat, was decided to be considered for data
collection  which  was  approximately  80534,  within  which  there  were
50230  adult  male.  Within  the  adult  male  population,  there  were
approximately 19,500 members who were literate with varying levels of
education.  Besides, this was further reduced to a number of 8500, as
this was the stated number of individuals who could serve the study’s
purpose and who in sum fell  in  the  specified three categories.  As is
mentioned above,  the targeted male population i.e.  8500 was divided
into three classes namely the business, teacher and clergy class. Number
of respondents in each of the category was found to be approximately
5000,  2000 and 1500 respectively. The  Sample  Frame or  number  of
samples obtained from each of the strata by the application of proportion
allocation method is represented in the table below.

Targeted
Population

Business
Class

Teacher Class Clergy
Class

Total

Total  targeted
Population

5000 2000 1500 8500

Sampled
population

117 (N1) 47  (N2) 35 (N3) 200

Sample from each of the category was obtained through the application
of  proportionate  sampling  technique  within  the  stratified  random
sampling. Thus, 117 members were taken from the business class, 47
from teacher and 35 respondents from the clergy class. 
Moreover,  this  study  adapts  a  comprehensive  strategy  for  collecting
information in the field i.e. 200 interview schedules, a definite number
from each of the category have been filled and collected. All respondents
were  thoroughly  interviewed  in  face  to  face,  friendly  and  suitable
environment. The data has been analyzed through SPSS and Chi-Square
test has been used for the verification of hypotheses. In addition, the data
has been represented in tables, as well described in detail.
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

The data has been analyzed and interpreted by adapting a quantitative as
well as qualitative approach. Both descriptive and inferential statistics
have been utilized with the help of SPSS in order to summarize field
data and prove the hypotheses.  Rigorous attempts have been made to
strengthen the argument and verify hypotheses, by extensively surveying
other authentic researches being done in the stated area in descriptive
statistics data was analyzed in the form of frequency, percentage; while
summarization and description of numerical information was made in
the  form  of  range,  mean,  variance,  standard  deviation.  However,  in
inferential statistics generalization was made with the help of chi-square,
and correlation in order to test the hypotheses. Moreover, the collected
information has been narrated under various headings as follows;

Economic Profile of the Region and Militancy
 
Economics as a field of knowledge is the study of how people choose to
allocate  their  scarce  resources  in  order  to  produce,  exchange  and
consume goods and services in  an attempt to satisfy their  potentially
unlimited wants (Crompton et.al, 2002). As a phenomenon Samuelson
(1998) defines economics as the study of how people and social groups
choose to employ scarce resources to produce various commodities and
distribute them for consumption among various persons and groups in
the society. In an attempt to do so, people in the society adapt culturally
and legally approved means evolved by the state and a set of which is
known as economic institution which is concerned with the production
and distribution of goods and services (Sicard & Weinberger,1977).  In
any society, economic institutions specialize in the production of goods
and services. How we survive in modern societies depends on whether
we  have  jobs  and  income,  on  the  nature  of  markets,  on  the  public
policies  that  involve  governments  in  economic  affairs,  on  worker-
management relations, and so on (Kornblum, 2005).
In the current study, a glimpse of the economic condition of the area has
carefully  been  taken  and  which  supposedly  has  a  cause-effect
relationship  with  the  Militancy  menace.  Economic  condition,  as  a
phenomenon,  has  been  defined  in  the  study in  terms  of  variables  or
micro-economic  grounds,  being  mentioned  in  the  table  below  to  be
discussed.  The  table  statistically  highlights  mandates  from  the
respondents  for  each  of  the  supposed  economic  aspects  of  the
mainstream economy of the area. Income basis, which is supposed to be
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the  major  aspect  of  the  economy of  the  area,  and  which  essentially
determines how we survive in modern societies (Kornblum, 2005), has
been examined and which is found considerably unsatisfactory. In the
larger  whole  of  the  respondents’  views  regarding  the  deteriorated
economic  condition  of  the  area,  31  respondents  being  15.5  percent
agreed  to  the  notion  that  average  income/household  ranges  below
Rs.5000/=  in  the  area.  In  addition,  investigation  into  the  sources  of
income  of  people  in  the  area  has  also  been  done  in  terms  of
conceptualizing it as a separate and independent variable/aspect of the
economy. Society struggles to offer many and diverse sources of income
to  its  members  (Nasir&Hyder,  2003).  Pertaining  to  the  sources  of
income in the area, the study doesn’t provide encouraging results again
i.e.  (13%).  Another  aspect  of  the  economy  and  which  was
conceptualized  in  terms  of  an  independent  variable  i.e.  employment
opportunities. The data obtained i.e. 40 (20%) more or less corresponds
Ali  (2010)  findings,  which  conveyed  a  very  sad  picture  of  the
employment situation of the country in general and the area in particular.
Moreover, the study assessed the prevalent economic condition in the
area  in  terms  of  the  budgetary  allocation  to  it,  the  extent  of  which
necessarily determines the overall development of any area. 
Pakistan’s growth  rate,  according  to  official  analysis  has  spiraled  up
(Pakistan Economic Survey, 2009-10), yet it’s still not up to the mark,
the national assembly passed 3259 billion budget on June, 2010. Some
provinces’ share, mainly Sindh, Baluchistan and KPK, is too meager, for
instance, the total Share of Khyber  Pakhtunkhwa, from 1974 to 2009,
according to Revenue Sharing Formula, NFC award (2009) is 14.62 %.
This budgetary allocation to KPK is further devastating when it comes
to consider  the  intense wave of Militancy and social  disruption from
2007 to 2010, and probably until now. The federal budget, announced on
June 5, 2010, did not surprise anyone. No one expected that it would
provide  any  significant  economic  relief  to  ordinary  people,  although
official  circles  maintain  that  it  is  the  best  possible  budget  under  the
current  difficult  economic  situation  (Haq,  2010-11:67).  The  data
collected in this study also conveys the very same situation in terms of
severe budgetary discrimination with the area in particular. 23 (11.5%)
of the respondents are of the view that the area is discriminated in terms
of budgetary allocation.
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Economic Profile of the Region
Categories Statements F % C.P Mean Median Mode

C1 Income ranges below 5000 per month 31 15.5 15.5

4.05 4 3

C2 No or less avenues of income 26 13.0 28.5

C3 No or less employment opportunities 40 20.0 48.5

C4 Meager budgetary allocation 23 11.5 60.0

C5 State’s negligence of the region 18 9.0 69.0

C6 Unrestrained  population  growth  based  on
culture and religion

23 11.5 80.5

C7 Discouragement of women employment 25 12.5 93.0

C8 Agricultural adversity 14 7.0 100.0

CT Total 200 100.0

Another  dimension  of  the  economy  which  has  been  assessed  and
quantified in the current study is the “State’s Negligence of area”, one
aspect  of  which has been discussed in  monetary terms i.e.  budgetary
allocation.  In  addition  to  the  budgetary  discrimination  or  meager
allocation, the area, according to the data being collected (9%, see the
table above), has considerably been deprived of the state’s attention in
terms  of  holistic  and  sustainable  socio-economic  developmental
strategies  and  policies  for  it.  Population  growth,  if  exceeds  the  real
national  income  increase,  hinders  a  national  development  (Nasir  &
Hyder, 2003), is yet another problem (verified by 11.5 %), which adds to
the already existing misfortune and economic adversity of the area.
Another key dimension of the economy of the area being assessed in the
study is the situation of women employment. Women constitute almost
half of the population of any area, and have strong intervention in socio-
economic and communal life (Naz, 2010). Most recent studies i.e. (Naz
et.al, 2011) offer calculated insights regarding women’s participation in
recognized and paid economic chores of the region. A number of factors
i.e.  patriarchy,  long  standing  tradition  like  Purdah,  Pakhtun code  of
conduct, Family honor and male dominancy are responsible for the lack
of women’s employment (Naz, & Khan, 2011). The current study more
or less parallels findings of the previous studies being obtained in the
area  as  25  (12%)  of  respondents  opine  that  women  employment  is
harshly discouraged in the region. Moreover, Pakistan in general and the
region  in  particular  are  agriculture  dependent,  yet  the  situation  of
agriculture is disappointing too. For instance, 14 (7%) maintain that the
region is faced with severe agricultural adversity.
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Economic Adversity and Militancy

The  table  under  discussion  in  continuation  with  the  preceding  one
elaborates  the  relationship  between  the  economic  adversity  and
Militancy  with  special  reference  to  the  prevailing  chaos  and  social
disorder in the concerned region. The relationship has supposedly been
established  in  terms  of  scrutinizing  and  eventually  outlining  those
particular economic underpinnings which directly or indirectly lead to
the emergence of Militancy and such other dreadful social turmoil. Also
the specific  conditions  that  could be  constituents  of  an economically
adverse situation and their ultimate consequences have been sorted out
in terms of categories ranging from C1 to C7.
C1  connotes  a  particular  adverse  economic  phenomenon,  e.g.  Low
income,  the  supposed  ultimate  consequence  of  which  is  a  “sense  of
relative deprivation”, which, with the combination of some other factors
leads to Militancy and chaos in the society. A relatively considerable
number of views i.e. 25 (12.5%), in this regard approve the notion that
low income outgrows a sense of relative deprivation, which in one way
or the other  results in Militancy. Secondly the emergence of another
specific condition i.e. social segregation and mutual integration of the
underprivileged  classes  in  the  society  has  been  associated  with
Militancy,  which  has  also  been  supported  by  same  number,  i.e.  25
(12.5%)  of  views.  Another  view  point,  which  also  stands  to  be  an
unavoidable data set e.g. 16 (8%), (See table-7), i.e. Anti-state grouping,
based  particularly  on  economic  miseries,  for  example  poverty,
unemployment or low income begins to develop in the society. Such
groups then go on struggling for their economic prosperity or at least the
compensation of their economic suffering even at the cost of waging an
armed protest against the state.

Economic Adversity and Militancy
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Categories Statements F % C.P Mean Median Mode

C1 Low  income  develops  a  sense  of  relative
deprivation

25 12.5 12.5

3.68 3.0 3C2 Segregation of the underprivileged classes 25 12.5 25.0

C3 Development of Anti-state grouping 16 8.0 90.5

C4 Affiliation of the poor with anti-state groups 35 17.5 69.5

C5 Sense  of  hatred  and  opposition  against  the
economic order

26 13.0 82.5

C6 Alienation/Radicalization of  the unemployed
manpower

54 27.0 52.0

C7 Strengthening  of  anti-state  groups  by  a  high
population input

19 9.5 100.0

CT Total 200 100.0

The table also highlights another significant data set i.e. 35 (17.5 %),
pertaining to the affiliation of the poor with the anti-state groups. The
term poor  is  implied  here  to  include  all  those  who  suffer  economic
deprivations as is elaborated by the conventional definition of poverty.
In this specific context,  it  doesn’t however point to those having low
income,  or  are  unemployed  which  is  highlighted  in  one  of  the
proceeding  categories  e.g.  Alienation  of  the  unemployed  manpower
which is 16 (8%). Another category, which receives, though not major,
yet significant mandate i.e. 26 (13%), and which in a broader context,
point  to  a  general  alarming  phenomenon,  e.g.  sense  of  hatred  and
opposition  against  the  economic  order,  which  if  strengthens,  would
result  in  a  so  called  revolution  as  had  been  the  precursor  of  any
revolution throughout human history (Ritzer, 2001). A major data set i.e.
54 (27%), however reveals a very frightening portrait of an economic
adversity  e.g.  the  deterioration  of  our  moral  framework  and  the
emergence of social barriers to individual fulfillment lead inevitably to
what  social  scientists  call  i.e.  Alienation/Radicalization  of  the
unemployed manpower (Ferree, 1997). The final category, which points
more to a social phenomenon e.g.  high population growth, turns to a
problem, if not well managed and maintained economically. This high
population input is then maneuvered by the existing anti-state groups.
For example, 19 (9.5%) respondents opine that anti-state groups recruit
and  manipulate  an  unmanaged  high  population  input  for  their  own
causes and interests.
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Emergence of Militants in Relation with Poverty & Unemployment

The table  under  discussion amasses  data  regarding the  emergence  of
anti-social  or  alienated  groups  in  the  region  based  on  poverty  and
unemployment which contribute to waging Militancy in the area while
the proceeding table represents data concerning a strong association to
such groups by members having certain socio-economic backgrounds.
By  referring  back   to  Table  9,  in  which  majority  i.e.  54  (27%),
respondents  argue  that  poverty  and  unemployment  result  in  the
emergence  of  Radical  or  revolutionary  groups  in  the  society,  which
eventually strike against the existing socio-economic order of the society
as also strengthened by Ali (2009) findings in his study of Militancy and
socio-economic problems of Pakistan.  The second major data set i.e. 37
(18.5%) as represented in table-9 is regarding respondents’ opinion that
such socio-economic problems lead to the emergence of revolutionary
groups in the society. Such poor and unemployed people then find solace
struggle and slogans for revolution. Other variables in the table includes
Dacoits,  Arms  mafia,  Smugglers,  Wage  killers,  Drug  mafia  and
Gangsters having received consents i.e. 22 (11%), 32 (16%), 6 (3%), 15
(7.5%), 20 (10%) and 27 (13.5%) respectively.

Emergence of Militants in Relation with Poverty &
Unemployment

Categories Groups F % C.P Mean Median Mode

C1 Dacoits 22 11.0 11.0

4.52 4.00 2

C2 Radical 41 20.5 31.5

C3 Gangster 32 16.0 47.5

C4 Smugglers 6 3.0 50.5

C5 Wage killers 15 7.5 58.0

C6 Drug mafia 20 10.0 68.0

C7 Arms mafia 27 13.5 81.5

C8 Revolutionaries 37 18.5 100.0

CT Total 200 100.0

Socio-Economic Backgrounds of Militant Groups Members

The table under discussion elaborates the socio-economic backgrounds
of those who become inclined or members of such alienated groups in
the region. Not a single factor causes extremism or Militancy, there are
however a number of factors which interact on the individual within the
ambit of society to produce a radical outlook (Zaidi, 2011). According to
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the data collected, majority i.e. 36 (18%) respondents are of the view
that people who are neglected and having low income, are more inclined
to form membership in such rebellious groups. Moreover, a significant
29  (14.5%),  opine  that  unemployed  youth  become  attracted  and
eventually members of such groups. 21 (10.5%) respondents maintain
that overpopulated households tend to become members of such groups.
Another set of opinion 17 (8.5%) accumulated in C4, argue that simple
and  religious  minded  people  by  virtue  of  their  religious  concerns
generally  incline  towards  such  socially  deviant  groups.  Another
category, C5, connoting “unskilled and illiterate people”, approved by
25  (12.5%)  respondents  (see  the  table  below)  as  members  of  such
groups.  There  is  also  a  relatively  major  portion  of  views  from
respondents  i.e.  22  (11.5%),  arguing  that  drug  addicts  and  gambler
constitute most membership in such groups. 

Socio-Economic Backgrounds of Militant Groups Members

Categories Statements F % C.P Mean Median Mode

C1 Low income and the neglected 36 18.0 18.0

4.54 5.00 1

C2 Unemployed youth 29 14.5 75.0

C3 Overpopulated households 21 10.5 39.5

C4 Simple  and  religious  minded
people

17 8.5 48.0

C5 Unskilled and illiterate people 25 12.0 60.5

C6 Drug addicts and gamblers 22 11.0 29.0

C7 Educated 21 10.5 85.5

C8 Vested Interests 12 6.0 91.5

C9 Foreigners 17 8.5 100.0

CT Total 200 100.0

Another  interesting  yet  alarming  data  set  i.e.  21  (10.5%),  being
accumulated  in  the  table,  denoted  by  C7,  that  educated  people  form
membership  in  such  groups.  Also  mandates  for  vested  interests  and
foreigners are also being accumulated in the table as 12 (6%) and 17
(8.5%) respectively.

Activities of Militant Organization

Several factors contributed to the spread of Militancy across the region,
however,  support  of  local  criminals,  drug  mafia,  arms  dealers  and
foreign “hands” that have joined them along the way helped the hardcore

151



militants  enough  to  establish  their  supremacy  in  the  region  (Farooq,
2009). On the one hand, the local socio-economic miseries have caused
the masses  to  strike  against  the  prevailing social  order, while  on the
other, militant groups that have either been imported or erected out of
local contexts, strengthened by virtue of the economic support from the
local anti-social groups. In this connection, the table under discussion,
highlights  data  concerning  ways  through which  such  militant  groups
economically maintain themselves, the consequent outcome of which is
an increasing degree of havoc and disorder in the region. According to
the table under discussion, majority e.g. 39 (19.5%) of respondents are
of the view that such groups maintain themselves by engaging in crime
like theft and robberies. The second major proportion 28 (14%) of the
respondents views regarding the question posited,  is  that such groups
maintain  themselves  economically  through  Smuggling  which  include
Drugs, timbers and weapons/explosives. Another way of their economic
maintenance,  as 27 (13.5%) respondents approved of is  wage killing.
Another mean, through which such groups are economically supported,
is quite shocking but true according to the data collected. For example
23  (11.5%)  respondents  claim  that  such  groups  are  economically
supported by the general public in various contexts.  For instance, the
simple and illiterate public is psychologically convinced through various
means, mainly through using religious route to provide such groups with
their donations, zakat or Sadqat. And such simple and illiterate public
then leaves no bound to assist them financially on account of their so
called religious claims. In case of the lack of a willing financial support
from the public, 22 (11%) respondents add that the mentioned groups
then utilize another mean to survive, i.e. intimidating the public to give
donation, denoted by C6.

Activities of Militant Organization
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Categories Statements F % C.P Mean Median Mode

C1 Engaging in crime i.e. robberies 39 19.5 19.5

4.29 4.0 1

C2 Wage killings 27 13.5 33.0

C3 Kidnapping for ransom 24 12.0 45.0

C4 Looting state and public property 17 8.5 53.5

C5 Smuggling  (Drugs,  Timbers  and
weapons/explosives)

28 14.0 67.5

C6 Intimidating the public to give donation 22 11.0 78.5

C7 Support from secret agencies 13 6.5 85.0

C8 Government sponsored religious groups 7 3.5 88.5

C9 Public support 23 11.5 100.0

CT Total 200 100.0

Another relatively major finding in the table i.e. 24 (12%) respondents
views reveal that such militant groups  often do kidnapping for ransom,
which  also  stands  to  be  one  of  the  major  ways  of  their  financial
maintenance. In addition, these groups in case of opportunity, also loot
the state and public property as advocated by 17 (8.5%) of respondents.
Other pre-supposed means of the survival of militant groups in terms of
an economic context have also been verified, yet they stand statistically
slight  insignificant  e.g.  Support  from secret  agencies and government
sponsored agencies with 13 (6.5%) and 7 (3.5%) data sets respectively.

Justification for Illicit Economic Activities 

Humans have the  capability  to  act  and to  seek justification  for  their
actions. And this unique capability has probably brought humans to the
point  in  history  where  they  are  today.  A man’s  behavior  is  largely
affected  by  super-ego,  which  is  the  internal  representative  of  one’s
culture (Sternberg, 2001). Certain actions are regarded as desirable or
undesirable, good or bad by standards of conduct internalized through
the process of socialization. Humans do not always abide by their super-
ego’s dictation. At times they choose contradictory ways and thus astray
from  the  standards  of  behavior  established  by  the  society.  From  a
psychological  view point,  such  a  situation  when  actions  are  directed
against the superego, results in a stress on ego ( a rational component of
personality).  The ego then tries to discover means through which the
stress can be released. In Psychological terminology, such a way or a
process of releasing the stress by the ego is called defense mechanism
(Sternberg,  2001). Various defense mechanisms are there for example
Rationalization, denial, reaction formation etc. The discussion above is
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made specifically with reference to the table below in order to point to
those grounds on the bases of which militant justify and rationalize their
immoral, cruel and illegal activities.
According to the data accumulated in the table below, majority i.e. 44
(22%) respondents argued that militants carry out such acts on the basis
of their claim that it is their religious obligation to establish Sharia and
for this objective to be achieved, striking against the existing political
order by any mean is morally fair. The second major pool i.e. 31 (15.5%)
of respondents views regarding militants’ justification of their  acts is
that, the state expresses no concern or pays attention to the region, which
is responsible for their economic downtrodden and misery.  Other major
data set in the table, and which obviously have no link with religious
zeal are the state’s corrupt economic and political order, which receives
28 (14%) approval  from respondents.  Another  such  purely  economic
justification  is  also  represented  in  the  table  i.e.  being  poor  and  the
neglected, favored by 27 (13.5%) respondents.
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Justification for Illicit Economic Activities
Categories Statements F % C.P Mean Median Mode

C1 On the basis of being poor and the neglected 27 13.5 13.5

4.08 4.00 6
C2 Due to lack of state’s concern and attention 31 15.5 29.0

C3 On  the  basis  of  claims  of  Equal  rights  on
resources as khans/landlords have

24 12.0 41.0

C4 State’s corrupt economic and political order 28 14.0 55.0

C5 Supporting large families and no or less legal
income sources

22 11.0 66.0

C6 On  the  basis  of  Religious  obligation  to
establish Islam

44 22.0 88.0

C7 On the basis of Being unemployed 24 12.0 100.0

CT Total 200 100.0

Moreover, two other bases , which militants justify for their actions and
which have also been pointed to by Anwar et.al (2002), in their study of
Landlessness and Rural Poverty in Pakistan, are the unequal distribution
of land and unemployment. Interestingly, the two grounds, in the current
study also have received equal mandates from the respondents i.e. 24
(12%) each (See table-12). Building on the discussion a little further,
Militants  justify  their  actions  on  the  basis  of  Maliks/Khans  and
landlords’ oppression, and their demand for equal share in resources of
the region. The last but necessarily significant ground as favored by 22
(11%) respondents, is militants’ complain of having large families and
no or less legal means to sustain them, that’s why they indulge into illicit
and immoral activities.

Application of Chi-Square Test

In order to verify the hypothetical  statement chi-square test  has been
utilized to explain the relationship between dependent and independent
variable. The numerical values of chi-square test stated (The value of
chi-square test is P=.000*<.05, with the Chi-square value χ2 = 34.45 and
the  degree  of  freedom  value  D.f.  =7,  shows  significant  association
among  the  independent  and  dependant  variables),  which  shows  the
regressor  are  in  strong  connection  with  regresand.  In  light  of  the
significant  correlation  among  variables,  demonstrated  by  the  test
procedure, Hypotheses of the study stand valid and thus proved correct.

CONCLUSION 

The problem of militancy can no doubt be attributed to any single factor.
It’s a  result  of  the  huge  interplay  among various  factors.  Given,  the
effects of other factors, the current study however, examined the role,
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intervention and effects of economic factor in the violent radicalization
and  militancy  in  Malakand  Division.  Based  on  the  primary  data
collected and secondary data,  in  the  form of  literature,  surveyed,  the
study arrives the following conclusive remarks.  
Economic  factors  e.g.  poverty,  unemployment,  low  income  level,
unequal distribution of wealth and low life standards were found to have
extremely  dismal  status  in  the  region  and  have  an  igniting  role  in
promoting aggressive, violent and antagonistic behavior. A detailed and
careful  analysis  of  findings  of  the  study as  a  whole,  demonstrates  a
positive correlation between the independent and the dependent variable
(Militancy)  being  accumulated  in  hypotheses  of  the  study.  Poverty,
though variously debated not to be a cause, however, was assumed to be
one of the major causes of Militancy. The stated assumption has been
verified by a sizable data both primary and secondary. The incidence of
poverty in the area of study has been found to be devastating and far and
wide. Although, not all poor people, as the data indicate, are militants
(Sharpasand) or engage in violent behavior however, it has been found
as one of the most  contributing factors to violence and Militancy. In
addition, the increasing rates of unemployment, low income and the day
to  day  spiraling  inflation  in  the  region  in  particular  and  the  whole
country in general have been  found to be the main causes of alienation,
rebellion, and spread of spiteful sentiments against the existing political
order.  Consequently,  a  collective  psyche  of  unrest  has  prevailed
throughout  the  region,  which  plays  the  role  of  a  fertile  ground  to
emanate militancy and extremism in the area.

RECOMMENDATIONS

In  terms  contributions,  the  current  study presents  an  effective  set  of
suggestion/measures  extracted  from respondents’ recommendations  to
prevent  the  menace  of  militancy  and  clear  the  prevalent  malignant
atmosphere  in  the  region.  A  brief  summary  of  recommendations,
inferred from the study is as under;
There is  certainly a dire need for good governance which can surely
tackle all  the challenges faced by the country effectively. The current
governance  system  of  the  country  is  incompetent,  incompatible  and
ineffective, so the establishment of good governance must be made sure
in the first place (Naz et al, 2012). The state of resources, both natural as
well human, in Pakistan is appalling. Pakistan has blessed with plenty of
natural  and  human  resources  but  what  doesn’t  exist  is  its  proper
exploration,  management,  and  development.  The  government  should
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undertake sincere and rigorous steps to discover and effectively utilize
the country’s resources,  which will  eradicate the wide spread poverty
and unemployment of the populace as well as get the country out the
global economic dependence. In addition, the government should devise
and apply indigenous level policies and approaches i.e.  social welfare
programs,  community rise  program,  and self  employment  schemes to
effectively address the issues of unemployment and poverty. In addition,
the general public should be given relief in terms of subsidies, tax cuts,
and  stipends  especially  to  the  educated  youth,  in  case  they  are
unemployed.  

REFERENCES

Abbas, H. (2011). Militancy in Pakistan’s Borderlands: Implications for
the Nations and for the Afghan Policy, Century Foundation, USA.

Abbas,  S.  (2007).  Probing  the  Jihadi  Mindset.  National  Book
Foundation.  Islamabad.

Aftab, S. (2008). Poverty and Militancy, Journal of conflict and peace
studies, Institute of Peace and Conflict studies (IPCS), Islamabad.

Ali, A. (2010), Militancy and Socioeconomic problems: A case study of
Pakistan, National Institute of Strategic Studies (NIPS), Islamabad

Anwar,  T.  &  Qureshi,  S.K.  (2003).  Trends  in  Absolute  Poverty  in
Pakistan: 1990-2001, Proceeding of the Papers at the 18th Annual
General Meeting and Conference held in January 2003, Islamabad.

Bari.  F.  (2009).  Gendered  Perception  and  impacts  of
Terrorism/Talibanization  In  Pakistan,  Heinrich  Boll  Stiftung
Pakistan

Centre for Public Policy Research (2010). District Swat; Socio-economic
Baseline and Displacement Impact, Pakistan

Crompton,  P. Swann,  M.  Hopkins  S.  Mceachern,  W.A.  (2002)  Macro
economics  a contemporary introduction,  Nelson Australia private
limited Australia.

Delamater, J.D & Myers, D.J. (2007). Social Psychology (7 th edition),
Thomas Wardworth Co, USA

157



Firdous, K. (2009). Militancy in Pakistan. Institute of Strategic Studies,
Islamabad Pakistan.

Haq, N. (2010-11), Federal Budget.

Human  Development  Report.  (2010).  20th  Anniversary  Edition  ,The
Real  Wealth  of  Nations:  Pathways  to  Human  Development,
Pakistan Rankings and Indices.

Malik & Nazli, H. (1999)  “Population, employment and the state
of  Human  Resources (50 years of  Pakistan’s  economy)”,
Ameena Saiyid Oxford University Press, Karachi,

Michael,  S.  (2007).  Terrorism  a  Socio-Economic  and  Political
Phenomenon with Special Reference to Pakistan, Faculty of Social
Sciences, SZABIST, Karachi. Journal of Management and Social
Sciences,Vol. 3, No. 1, (Spring 2007) 35-46

Nasir. M. S. & Hyder, S. K. (2001-02). Economic Problems of Pakistan,
Illmi Book House, Lahore.

Nasir. M. S. & Hyder, S. K. (2002-03). Economics of Pakistan, Newfine
Printing Press, Lahore

Naz,  A.  (2009).  Socio-Cultural  and  Political  Constraints  to  Gender
Development in Pakhtun Society.  Unpublished PhD Dissertation,
submitted  to  the  Department  of  Anthropology,  Quaid-i-Azam
University, Islamabad Pakistan.

Pakistan Economic Survey (2010).

Pakistan Economic Survey, (2009).

Pakistan Security Report (2009). Pakistan Institute of Strategic Studies,
Islamabad, Pakistan.

Pakistan Security Report (2012). Pakistan Institute of Strategic Studies
(PIPS), Islamabad.

Role  of  Madrasas  in  promoting  militancy  discussed.  (Feb  9,
2011,).Dawn.p.3.

158



Samuelson, P.A. (1998). How foundations came to be (“Foundations of
Economic Analysis”). Journal of Economic Literature, 36, 1375-
1387.

Sicard, L. G & Weinberger, P. (1977). Sociology for our times, Scott,
Foresman and Company, USA.

Sternberg,  R.J.  (2001).  Psychology  In  search  of  the  Human  Mind,
Harcourt College Publishers, USA.

Zaidi,  M  (2011).  The  radicalization  Process,  The  daily  Dawn,  Feb
07,2011.

Ziemke,  C.F. (2006).  Perceived  Oppression  and Relative Deprivation:
Social Factors Contributing to Terrorism, © 2012 ISN, Center for
Security Studies (CSS), ETH Zurich, Switzerland.

159

http://www.css.ethz.ch/
http://www.css.ethz.ch/

